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MINUTES - September 6, 1994

The Board of Chosen Freeholders met in special session in its office in the
Administration Building, Belvidere, NJ on Tuesday, September 6, 1994 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. and upon roil call the following members
were present: Freeholder Director Jacob C. Matthenius, Freeholder Susan A. Dickey and
Freeholder Kenneth C. Miller.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Director Jacob Matthenius.

Director Matthenius read the following statement: "ADEQUATE NOTICE OF THIS MEETING
WAS GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT BY FORWARDING A SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO THE WARREN COUNTY CLERK, THE STAR/GAZETTE,
BLAIRSTOWN PRESS, THE NEWS, STAR-LEDGER AND THE EXPRESS-TIMES AND BY POSTING A COPY THEREOF
ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS. FORMAL ACTION MAY
BE TAKEN BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS AT THIS MEETING. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IS
ENCOURAGED. IN ORDER TO ASSURE FULL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION, THOSE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
WHO WISH TO ATTEND THE MEETING SHOULD SUBMIT ANY REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION ONE
WEEK IN ADVANCE".

Prior to any formal action being taken on Resolution A2, a public hearing will be held.

Director Matthenius asked the public if they had any comments on Resolution A1

regarding "State Mandate/State Pay”. There were no public comments.
Freeholder Miller said he had not had time to review the resolution.

RESOLUTION 539-94

On motion by Mrs. Dickey, seconded by Mr. Matthenius, the following resolution was

adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a meeting held
September 6, 1994.

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE WARREN COUNTY CLERK TO PRINT UPON
THE OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 8, 1994 GENERAL
ELECTION A NON-BINDING COUNTY REFERENDUM QUESTION -
. CONCERNING "STATE MANDATE/STATE PAY"
WHEREAS, escalating local property taxes are a matter of the utmost concern to the
Warren County Board of Chosen Freeholders; and
WHEREAS, one of the major causes of increases in local property taxes is state
government-mandated programs and services which are financed by local property taxpayers;
and
WHEREAS, fundamental fairness dictates that when the state mandates a program or
service, the state should pay for the program or service, not the local property taxpayer; and
WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the state constitution which embodies the state
mandate/state pay concept has passed the state assembly and is pending before the state
senate; and :
WHEREAS, the voters of Warren County have an interest in any legisiation which will
control property tax increases; and
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WHEREAS, the Warren County Board of Chosen Freeholders has a responsibility to
pursue the will of the voters to the best of its ability; and

WHEREAS, N,,J.S.A. 19:37-1 provides a procedure whereby the governing body of any
county may ascertain the sentiment of the voters on any question pertaining to the
government thereof pursuant to a referendum question,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Warren hereby directs that the Clerk of Warren County print upon the official ballot
to be used at the general elaction to be held on November 8, 1994 the following question and
interpretive statement:

COUNTY QUESTION NQ, [*]

Shall the Warren County Board of Chosen Freeholders actively encourage the New
Jersay legislature to enact legistation which piaces before the voters of this state a proposed
amendment to the state constitution designed to control escalating local property taxes by
prohibiting the state government from mandating that county or municipal governing bodies
perform any new or expanded program or service unless the state government provides
funding for the new program or service?

The approval of this referendum would demonstrate the sentiment of the voters that
escalating local property taxes are of such concern that the Warren County Board of Chosen
Freeholders should actively encourage the legislature to submit for voter approval statewide
an amendment to the state constitution which implements the state mandate/state pay
concept. A state mandate/state pay amendment would control local property taxes by
prohibiting the state government from requiring county and municipal governments to
implement a new program or service unless the state provides funding for the program or
service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be sent to the Clerk
of Warren County no later than September 7, 1994, and he shall insert the appropriate
question number where indicated by "[*}".

| hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned.

s/Melinda Rae Cariton, Clerk
ROLL CALL: Mrs. Dickey: yes Mr. Miller: abstain Mr. Matthenius: yes

Freeholder Director Matthenius opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. on the issue of
the five (5) member freeholder hoard.

John Baker of Mansfield Township thanked the freeholder director for holding this
hearing. Mr. Baker said the real issue here tonight is that under the democratic process, the
citizens should have the right to make the decision.

Mr. Baker mentioned that the petition drive has amassed 6299 signatures. This drive
was conducted by The Concerned Citizens of New Jersey. If the freeholder board does not
adopt this resolution tonight, the signatures will have to be counted by the County Clerk and
will cost the taxpayers approximately $10,000 to $15,000.

John Celentano said that the actual number of signatures required is 4766 but with
6599, they have a 25% margin of error.
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Jim Hausamann, Committeeman from White Township, said that the refarendum on
the ballot is a good thing and now maybe other important issues can be decided by the
taxpayers, such as spending, etc.

Ann Stone said that the question should definitely be on the ballot and this is a perfect
opportunity for the freeholders to do this.

Mike Kelly, Committeeman from Hackettstown and candidate for the senate, said that
he was proud to be a part of this grass-roots movement. By adopting the resolution tonight,
the board can avoid the expense of a count. it should also be done in the interest of good will.

Mr. Baker said that in the spirit of the voice of the people, he is urging a unammous
vote on this issue.

Lois Markle of Harmony Township said that it is now time to get the voice of
democracy back with the people.

Freeholder Dickey said that the petitions represent the interest of the public to have
a voice in government and she said she is pleased with the number of people that participated
in this movement.

Freeholder Miller said that with 6299 signatures, he now sees that there is a great
interest from the public. His concern was to make absoiutely certain that the public had an
interest in this issue. However, no one tonight has spoken of the real issue, the change in
membership of the freeholder board, just the issue of the public’s right to have a question on
the ballot. The signatures were collected on a particular issue but it was not really mentioned
tonight. Mr. Miller still does not feel that we need to increase the spending in the county.

Freeholder Matthenius asked county counsel if he had any comments and Mr. Smith
said he had no comments and action can now be taken.

With no further public comments, Freeholder Director Matthenius closed the public
hearing at 7:29 p.m.

RESOLUTION 540-94
On motion by Mrs. Dickey, seconded by Mr. Miller, the following resolution was
unanimously adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a
meeting held September 6, 1994,

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE WARREN COUNTY CLERK TO PRINT UPON
THE OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 8, 1994 GENERAL
ELECTION A BINDING COUNTY REFERENDUM QUESTION CONCERNING
INCREASING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF
.CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS FROM THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) MEMBERS
WHEREAS, pursuant to N,J.S.A. 40:20-20 the Warren County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has determined, after a public hearing held on September 6, 1994, that a
proposition should be submitted to the voters of the county in the form of a binding
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referendum question concerning whether the membership of the board of chosen freeholders
should be increased from three (3) to five (5) members, )

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Warren County Board of Chosen
Freeholders that the Clerk of Warren County is directed to print upon the official-ballot for the
November 8, 1994 general election the following binding county referendum question and
interpretive statement:

COUNTY QUESTION NO, [°]
"Shall the membership of the board of chosen
freeholders of Warren County be increased from
three {3) to five (5) members?”

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
This binding county referendum question, if approved,
would increase the membership of the Warren County
Board of Chosen Freeholders from three (3) to five (5)
members. The increase would take effect at next year's
general election to be held on November 7, 1995.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be
sent to the Clerk of Warren County no later than September 7, 1994, and he shall insert the
appropriate question number where indicated by "[*]".

| hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned.

s/Melinda Rae Carlton, Clerk
ROLL CALL: Mrs. Dickey: yas Mr. Miller: yes Mr. Matthenius: yes

On motion by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Dickey, and there being no further official
business to come before the board at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL: Mrs. Dickey: yes Mr. Miller: yes Mr. Matthenius: yes

ATTESTED TO:

Naomi J. Stout, Deputy Clerk



