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MINUTES  MARCH 6, 2002  
 
 The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren met in special session in 
Courtroom One at the County Courthouse Building, Belvidere, New Jersey on March 6, 2002 at 
7:36 p.m.  
 
 The meeting was called to order by Director Doherty and upon roll call the following 
members were present: Freeholder Michael J. Doherty, Freeholder John DiMaio and Freeholder 
James DeBosh.  Also attending were County Administrator Steve Marvin, County Counsel Joseph 
J. Bell, CFO Charles Houck, Fiscal Analyst Dan Olshefski and Deputy Clerk Tammy M. Lynn. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Director Doherty. 
 

 Director Doherty read the following statement: “ADEQUATE NOTICE OF THIS MEETING 
WAS GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT BY FORWARDING 
A SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS TO 
THE WARREN COUNTY CLERK, THE STAR/GAZETTE, THE EXPRESS-TIMES, STAR-
LEDGER, BLAIRSTOWN PRESS, THE NEWS AND BY POSTING A COPY THEREOF ON THE 
BULLETIN BOARD IN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.  FORMAL 
ACTION MAY BE TAKEN BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS AT THIS MEETING.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IS ENCOURAGED. IN ORDER TO ASSURE FULL PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION, THOSE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO WISH TO ATTEND THE 
MEETING SHOULD SUBMIT ANY REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION ONE WEEK 
IN ADVANCE”. 
 
 Director Doherty read the first Resolution in its entirety: 
 

RESOLUTION      164-02  
 On motion by Mr. DeBosh, seconded by Mr. DiMaio, the following resolution was adopted 
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a meeting held March 6, 2002. 
RESOLUTION AMENDING 2002 COUNTY BUDGET PER DIRECTION OF DIVISION OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES, AMENDMENT 2002-A. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Board of Chosen Freeholders approved the 2002 county budget on 
January 23, 2002, and 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A: 4-10 states that, the Director of The Department of Community 
Affairs, Division of Local Services (the Director} must approve budgets and amendments prior to 
adoption by the Board, and 
 WHEREAS, The Director has notified the County's Chief Financial Officer that certain 
amendments to Anticipated Revenues and Statutory Expenditure Appropriations must be 
incorporated in said budget prior to final adoption, and 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A: 4-9 states that amendments to budgets required by the director 
may be made prior to the time of holding the public hearing on the budget without public 
advertisement. 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County 
of Warren, New Jersey that the following amendments to the approved budget of 2002 be 
incorporated into the Adopted 2002 Budget as required by the Director: 
 
 
 
GENERAL REVENUES 
       FROM :    TO: 
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3. Miscellaneous Revenues (Sheet 4} 
Section A: Local Revenues 
 County Clerk     $ 1,385,000.00          $1,168,432.00 
 Surrogate     $      90,000.00          $     64,965.00 
 Sheriff     $    105,000.00          $     81,355.00 
 
Total Section A: Local Revenues   $ 7,207,960.00           $6,942,712.00 
 
3. Miscellaneous Revenues (Sheet 8) 
Section E: Special Items of Revenue 
 Tax Relief-County Clerk       0     $216,568.00 
 Tax Relief-Surrogate        0     $  25,035.00 
 Tax Relief-Sheriff        0     $  23,645.00 
 
Total Section E: Local Revenues   $623,441.15    $888,689.15 
 
3. Summary of Revenues {Sheet 9) 
3. Miscellaneous Revenues 
 Total Section A:          $7,207,960.00          $6,942,712.00 
 Total Section E:          $   623,441.15          $   888,689.15 
 
Total Miscellaneous Revenues       $23,081,965.15 .           $23,081,965.15 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed in the 
office of the Director for certification of the 2002 county budget so amended as prescribed by law. 
 
 I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned. 

Tammy M. Lynn          Deputy Clerk 
ROLL CALL: Mr. DeBosh: yes, Mr. DiMaio: yes, Mr. Doherty: yes 
 
 Director Doherty read the second resolution in its entirety:  
 
 Mr. DiMaio stated that he has recognized that some of the prior budget reductions 
requested would reduce too many needed services throughout the county. After further meetings 
with department heads and the Administration he feels adjustments are needed.  He proposed the 
following adjustments: 1) to reinstate $122,000 to the Warren County Prosecutors Department 
changing the net reduction to $75,000. , 2) to return $33,000 to WC Environmental Health 
Department for the purpose of reinstating the Sanitation Inspector position,  3) to return $38,000 
Salary & Wage to Engineering Department to reinstate the Asst. Superintendent of Bridges 
position, 4) to return $29,000 to the Buildings and Grounds Department to reinstate the 
Maintenance Supervisor position, 4) remove $75,000 from the Freeholder Operating Expense as 
there will not be an additional study requested for the Warren Haven Nursing Home, 5) Remove the 
$38,000 from the Warren County Community College request and show their appropriation 1.9 
million to be the same as it was for 2001.   He further noted that these changes will also generate 
employer tax increases of approximately $18,000. 
 
 Mr. DeBosh asked that the Warren County Community College adjustment be done on a 
separate resolution.  The Board agreed. 
 

RESOLUTION      165-02  
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 On motion by Mr. DiMaio, seconded by Mr. Doherty, the following resolution was adopted 
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a meeting held March 6, 2002. 

RESOLUTION AMENDING 2002 COUNTY BUDGET PER WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF 
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS, AMENDMENT 2002-B. 

 
 WHEREAS, The Board of Chosen Freeholders approved the 2002 county budget on 
January 23, 2002, and 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A: 4-9 states that the governing body may amend the budget prior to 
adoption during or after the public hearing. 
 WHEREAS, All amendments shall be read in full and shall be forthwith submitted to the 
director. 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County 
of Warren, New Jersey that the following amendments to the approved budget of 2002 be 
incorporated into the Adopted 2002 Budget in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law: 

CURRENT FUND -REVENUE S 
 
PAGE   ACCOUNT TITLE   FOCA #  FROM    TO 
2  Less: Anticipated Revenues 
 (Item 5 Sheet 9)      $29,334,067.91  $29,296,067.91 
 
4  Surplus Anticipated    08-101  $6,252,102.76     $ 6,214,102.76 
 Total Surplus Anticipated   08-100  $6,252,102.76     $ 6,214,102.76 
 
9  3. Summary of Revenues 
 1. Surplus Anticipated (Sheet 4, #1)   $6,252,102.76      $6,214,102.76 
 5. Subtotal General Revenues 
  (Items 1,2,3,and 4)   40001-00  $29,334,067:91  $29,296,067.91 
 7. Total General Revenues   40000-00  $73,941,067.91  $73,903,067.91 
 

CURRENT FUND -APPROPRIATIONS 
 
PAGE   ACCOUNT TITLE        FOCA #     FROM   TO
2  Total Appropriations      $73,941,067.91  $73,903,067.91 
 (Item 9 Sheet 32) 
20-J  Warren County Community College 
  (NJS 18A: 64A-30 et. seq.) 
         Other Expenses    29-395-2  $1,938,000.00      $1,900,000.00 
 
20-K  Total Education      $6,057,453.00      $6,019,453.00 
 
21  Subtotal Operations     $62,404,116.00  $62,366,116.00 
 
26  Total Operations (Item 8(A))  32315-00  $63,819,189.00  $63,781,189.00 
Total Operations 
Including Contingent     30001-00  $63,849,189.00  $63,811,189.00 
Detail: 
Other Expenses 
(Including Contingent)    30001-99  $36,110,953.0O $36,072,953.00 
 
32  8. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 
 Total General Appropriations  30000-00 $73,941,067.91  $73,903,067.91 
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33  8. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 
  (A) Operations: 
       Subtotal Operations  XXXXXX $62,404,116.00  $62,366,116.00 
  
 Total Operations 
 Including Contingent    30001-00  $63,849,189.00  $63,811,189.00 
 
 Total General Appropriations  30000-00  $73,941,067.91  $73,903,067.91 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed in the 
office of the Director for certification of the 2002 county budget so amended as prescribed by law. 
 
 Mr. DeBosh stated that he felt the Warren County Community College had submitted a fair 
request of 4%, he was dissatisfied when the Board offered 2%, now you are removing even that.  
We have to recognize that they still have inflation increases like everyone else.   The Warren 
County Vo-Tech was given an 11% increase without question.   He advised the Board he will be 
voting no on this item.  Mr. DiMaio responded that they used tax funds to fight the expansion legal 
battle against the taxpayers, which was their choice to do, however, he feels this is the Boards 
opportunity to decide the funds appropriately necessary for the college in this budget year. 
 I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned. 

Tammy M. Lynn          Deputy Clerk 
ROLL CALL: Mr. DeBosh: no, Mr. DiMaio: yes, Mr. Doherty: yes 
 

RESOLUTION      166-02  
 On motion by Mr. DiMaio, seconded by Mr. DeBosh, the following resolution was adopted 
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a meeting held March 6, 2002. 

RESOLUTION AMENDING 2002 COUNTY BUDGET PER WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF 
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS, AMENDMENT 2002-C. 

 
 WHEREAS, The Board of Chosen Freeholders approved the 2002 county budget on 
January 23, 2002, and 
 WHEREAS, NJSA 40A: 4-9 states that the governing body may amend the budget prior to 
adoption during or after the public hearing.  
 WHEREAS, All amendments shall be read in full and shall be forthwith submitted to the 
director. 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County 
of Warren, New Jersey that the following amendments to the approved budget of 2002 be 
incorporated into the Adopted 2002 Budget in accordance with the procedures prescribed by law: 
 

GENERAL REVENUES 
      FOCA #   FROM    TO 
1.  Surplus Anticipated (Sheet4) 08-101  $6,214,102.76      $6,379,102.76 
 Total Surplus Anticipated 08-100 $6,214,102.76 $6,379,102.76 
 
3.  Summary of Revenues (Sheet 9) 
 1. Surplus Anticipated (Sheet 4,#1    $6,214,102.76      $6,379,102.76 
 
4. Subtotal General Revenues 
 (Items 1,2,3 and 4} (Sheet 9) 
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      40001-00  $29,296,067.91  $29,461,067.91 
 
7.  Total General Revenues 
 (Sheet 9)     40000-00  $73,903,067.91  $74,068,067.91 
 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 10) 
 General Government 
  Board of Chosen Freeholders: 
  Other Expenses   20-110-2  $254,950.00          $179,950.00 
 
 Total General Government (Sheet 14) 
        $5,044,477.00      $4,969,477.00 
 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 19) 
 Public Safety 
'  Prosecutor's Office: 
  Salaries & Wages   25-275-1  $2,759,655.00      $2,881,655.00 
 
 Total Public Safety (Sheet 19)    $11,795,361.00  $11,917,361.00 
 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 20). 
 Public Works 
  Bridges: 
  Salaries & Wages   26-295-1  $532,670.00  $570,670.00 
 
  Buildings & Grounds: 
  Salaries & Wages   26-310-1  $l,053,933.00      $1,082,933.00 
 
 Total Public Works (Sheet 20-a)    $6,997,273.00     $7,0.64,273.00 
 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 20-b) 
 Health & Human Services 
  County Health Services Interlocal 
  Agreement (NJS 40:8A-1): 
  Salaries & Wages   27-320-1  $2,631,400.00      $2,664,400.00 
 
 Total Health & Human Services 
 (Sheet 20-h)       $21,147,025.00  $21,108,025.00 
 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 21) 
 Subtotal Operations (Sheet 21)    $62,366,116.00  $62,513,116.00 
8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 26) 
 Total Operations (Item 8(A)) 
      32315-00  $63,781,189.00  $63,928,189.00 
 Total Operations Including 
 Contingent     30001-00  $63,811,189.00  $63,958,189.00 
 
 Detail: 
  Salaries & Wages   30001-11  $27,738,236.00  $27,960,236.00 
  Other Expenses   30001-99  $36,072,953.00  $35,997,953.00 
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8.  GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 32) 
 (2) Statutory Expenditures: 
  Social Security System 
      36-472-2  $2,180,958.00      $2,198,958.00 
 Total Statutory Expenditures    $2,413,227.00      $2,431,227.00 
 
 Total Deferred Charges and 
 Statutory Expenditures - 
 County     30004-00  $2,413,227.00      $2,431,227.00 
 
 Total General Appropriations 
      30000-00  $73,903,067.91  $74,068,067.91 
 
8. GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS (Sheet 33) 
 Summary of Appropriations 
 (A)  Operations: 
  Subtotal Operations     $62,366,116.00  $62,513,116.00 
 (E)  (2) Total Statutory 
  Expenditures    30004-00  $2,413,227.00      $2,431,227.00 
  Total Deferred Charges and 
  Statutory Expenditures - 
  County    36-471-2  $2,413,227.00      $2,431,227.00 
 
 Total General Appropriations 
      30000-00  $73,903,067.91  $74,068,067.91 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed in the 
office of the Director for certification of the 2002 county budget so amended as prescribed by law. 
 I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned. 

Tammy M. Lynn          Deputy Clerk 
ROLL CALL: Mr. DeBosh: yes, Mr. DiMaio: yes, Mr. Doherty: yes 
 
 Under public hearing on the Warren County fiscal year 2002 County budget Mr. Doherty 
explained that everyone will have the opportunity to speak.  He requested that they limit their time to 
three minutes: Gladys Blemmer, White Township resident and a Trustee of the Warren County 
Community College asked Mr. DiMaio as a business man don’t you set aside funds to cover any 
legal representation, your comment was out of order.  Mr. DiMaio responded that a business is 
separate from government and it is unfair to use taxpayer funds to sue the taxpayers. 
 Shirley Rowe, Hackettstown, NJ thanked the Board for reconsidering the changes to the 
Prosecutor Department.  She had a young woman with her and told them it is because of the Child 
Sexual Assault Unit of the Prosecutor Department that she is able to be here.  This young woman’s 
attackers are locked behind bars.  She thanked the Board for realizing the importance of services 
the Sexual Assault Unit provides to children of Warren County. 
 
 David Dech, Warren County Planning Department Director told the Board he wants to 
request they reinstate the Park Ranger position.  He described six major duties this position 
provides and stated he has concerns that it is still needed.  He urged the Board to reconsider this 
position and reminded them of the liability exposures that the County will incur if it is removed.  He 
thanked the Board for allowing him to share his concerns. 
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 Many other members of the audience came before the Board requesting that the Park 
Ranger position be reinstated.  Some reasons described were; the taxpayers voted in 1998 and 
1999 to allow a portion of the Open Space Trust Fund tax to be used for maintenance operating 
expense; this position has been stated in the Star Ledger as Natures Stealthy Sentinel of rural 
lands; the Salary and Wage amount far less outweighs the increased liability exposures in this 
position absence, you are being “penny wise and pound foolish”; the Open Space Trust Fund Tax 
was approved for future land acquisitions and to develop a countywide recreational park, without a 
steward of the land we will not be able to maintain the land for future generations of Warren County; 
and in comparing a funding ratio, the cost of this position is approximately 70 cents per household 
in a year, that is less than what it will cost any resident to cross the Delaware river to Pennsylvania. 
 Mr. Doherty responded to some members of the audience that the Open Space Trust fund has a 
ten-year window for State funding and we need to utilize this time for land acquisition and farmland 
preservation.  He further commented that there are other departments in the county that are out and 
about and he feels they should be pitching in to continue the services and be stewards of the land 
that has already been acquired.  He also noted there is a possibility of consolidating some of the 
departments into a Public Works Division.   If that happens there could be specific duties 
implemented into that new Public Works Division. 
 
 Mr. Cavanaugh, Belvidere, NJ asked the Board if there were any plans to privatize the 
kitchen and laundry services at the Warren Haven Nursing Home.  Mr. Doherty explained that there 
are no plans to change any of the services currently being provided at Warren Haven this year. 
 
 Mr. Cook, Blairstown, NJ asked the Board to consider restoring the $38,000 back to Warren 
County Community College considering they were willing to provide an 11% increase to the Warren 
County Vo-Tech School.  He stated that you are beginning to look vindictive to the College and 
suggested moving on and doing what is right. 
 
 Laura Opdyke, Oxford, NJ asked the Board what the $220,000 Freeholder Operating 
Expense allowances were for.  Mr. DiMaio explained they just reduced it by $75,000 and confirmed 
they are not proceeding with the Warren Haven Nursing Home study.  Mrs. Opdyke asked if they 
would reduce more and take out the portion for the Warren County Community College and have 
the new committee work together to offer a compromise.   Mr. DiMaio responded that the Board 
reaffirmed to the voters the opportunity to research a possible merger and that is what they plan to 
do.  Mrs. Opdyke asked to research the merger idea without a consultant that will reduce the 
budget some more.  Mr. Doherty advised her that is what he tried to do however, the College 
refused his offer last week and appealed the recent court decision.  Mr. DeBosh noted that he 
respected the Boards decision to pursue the study, however, we should not be singling out one 
need for capital improvements, and all major projects should be put to the same test. 
 
 Mrs. Opdyke noted that the budget has $0 shown for recycling.  Mr. DiMaio responded that 
each municipality is responsible for their own recycling programs.  However, there is a recycling 
center in place in Warren County but it is through the P.C.F.A. and funded by a grant. 
 
 Dominica Stabp, Phillipsburg, NJ told the Board that it was her understanding that the 
Welfare Department has its’ own separate budget and she wanted to know how their section of the 
County budget shows a decrease of $100,000 under their Administration section.  Mr. DeBosh 
confirmed that the Welfare Department does have its own budget and the presentation shown in 
the County proposal is a reflection of information given to the Board of Chosen Freeholders by the 
Welfare Board. 
 
 Susan Steele-Miller, Phillipsburg, NJ stated there is a rumor that two employees from the 
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Information Systems Department have been sent notice of layoff.  Mr. Doherty advised her that was 
correct.  She stated that they were laying off a 16 year employee and an 18 year employee, and 
privatizing that department staff, which will cost more to the County.  Mr. DiMaio stated there was a 
need to improve and reorganize the duties of that department and privatizing allowed for more 
technical specialized services to be provided to the County Information System Department.  Mrs. 
Miller argued that the services were being provided and it was not necessary to privatize the 
department.   Mr. Marvin explained that the review of the department revealed that the change 
allowed for fewer funds to be spent and more services have been provided.  Mrs. Miller stated that 
the paper did not mention any of this and that the employees were also not notified.  Mr. Marvin 
advised that the employees were notified by certified mail however, they were refused and the Post 
Office returned them to the Administration Office.  Mr. Doherty thanked her for sharing her concerns 
with the Board. 
 
 Joe Steele AFSCME Local 671 President thanked Mr. Doherty and the Board for removing 
the consultant budget tonight and for showing the Warren Haven residents how much you cares.  
He feels Warren Haven Nursing Home provides the best service and cost control relating to 
Administration and staff.  Mr. Steele recognized that the Welfare Board, which is a group of 
volunteers, oversees the operation and confirms that the funds the facility receives are used wisely. 
 Mr. Steele recommended the Board not abolish the Welfare Board.  He thanked them for not 
suggesting any changes during this budget hearing. 
 
 John Laky, Warren County Prosecutor, told the Board that he knows the Freeholders are 
committed to reducing taxes and recognized it was your willingness to listen and understand the 
needs of the citizens of this County that led to the decision to restore the Prosecutors office funding. 
 He appreciated the Boards compromise on his Department’s budget for 2002 and thanked them 
for the continued provision of service to the citizens of the county.  
  Director Doherty read the third resolution in its entirety. 
 

RESOLUTION      167-02  
 On motion by Mr. DiMaio, seconded by Mr. Doherty, the following resolution was adopted 
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren at a meeting held March 6, 2002. 

RESOLUTION RE: THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF  
COUNTY OF WARREN FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2002. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Warren that the 
amended budget herein set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the 
purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of 
$44,607,000.00 dollars for the county to be raised by taxation and certification to the County Board 
of Taxation of the following summary of general revenues and appropriations. 
SUMMARY OF REVENUES 
 
 1.  General Revenues 
   Surplus Anticipated 40003-10    $ 6,379, 102.76 
   Miscellaneous Revenues Anticipated 40004-10  $23,081,965.15 
   Receipts for Delinquent Taxes 41419-10            0.00 
 
 2.  AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR 
  COUNTY PURPOSES (Item 6, Sheet 9) 41417-10  $44,607.000.00 
  Total General Revenues 40000-10     $74,068.067.91 
 
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 
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 3.  General Appropriations 
  (a&b) Operations Including Contingent    $ 63,958,189.00 
  (c) Capital Improvements      $   3,534,004.00 
  (d) County Debt Service      $   4,144,647.91 
  (e) Deferred Charges and Statutory Expenditures-County $   2,431,227.00 
  (f) Judgements       $                 0.00 
  (g) Cash Deficit       $                 0.00
 Total General Appropriations      $ 74.068.067.91 
 
It is hereby certified that this summary is a true copy of the budget finally adopted by resolution of 
the Board of Chosen Freeholders on the 6th day of March, 2002. It is further certified that each item 
of revenue and appropriation is set forth in the same amount and by the same title as appeared in 
the 2002 approved budget and all amendments thereto, if any, which have been previously 
approved by the Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 Mr. DeBosh requested to amend the 2002 Annual Budget with the following: 
 
 A Budget amendment to move the Salary and Wages for the Park Ranger position from the 
Open Space Trust Funds back into the General Budget Salary and Wages which will enable the 
position to remain, was moved by Mr. DeBosh but died for lack of a second. 
 
 A Budget amendment to remove $139,000 from the Freeholder Operating Expenses to 
continue further County Department studies, was moved by Mr. DeBosh but died for lack of a 
second. 
 
 A Budget amendment to remove $125,000 from the Legal Operating Expenses, was moved 
by Mr. DeBosh but died for lack of a second. 
 
 A Budget amendment to request continue Salary and Wages $103,000 and $40,000 
Operating Expenses lines for the Economic Development Department and to abolish a contract 
arrangement with the Warren County Chamber of Commerce, was moved by Mr. DeBosh but died 
for a lack of a second.  
 A Budget amendment to request to reduce the projected Tax reduction by 3 cents and put 
these funds into the Capital Improvement Fund for 2002 to prepare and plan for future long term 
needs for County Buildings and Facilities, was moved by Mr. DeBosh.  He shared his concerns that 
we need to put funds aside to provide the necessary down payments for future bond issues to 
improve the other County buildings and expected expenses.  Mr. DiMaio responded that we have 
already acknowledged earlier that local municipalities and school budgets are being increased. We 
have already more than doubled our Surplus within the past two years.  He stated this is our 
opportunity to provide some tax relief assistance where we know local communities are being 
stressed by loss of State Aid.  Mr. Doherty stated that he had just met with the Warren County 
School Boards Association, and they have been informed the State aid levels to local school 
districts will remain flat for this year.  However, there will be additional school tax needs with the 
increased enrollment that Franklin and Greenwich Townships are incurring.  Mr. Doherty stated that 
he believes that relief has to be given to the taxpayers from the county tax portion and that is what 
this budget will accomplish.  He further noted that this budget provides a County Tax Levy 
reduction, which is a real 8% reduction in the rate for an average homeowner.  Mr. Doherty 
concluded the County Surplus was increased from $3.8 million in 2001 to $6.4 million 2002, the 
Capital Improvements spent in 2001 were $3.3 million, in this budget $3.5 million is set aside and 
our Gross indebtedness will be $28,409,000 by the end of the year.  He noted that the Hunterdon 
County Debt Service is at $121 million, so he feels that this budget is very fiscally conservative for 
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the taxpayers of Warren County. 
 
 Mr. DeBosh responded that he feels the Surplus statement made is wrong.  According to 
what he reads the county used $3.7 in 2001 and is using $6.2 million for this 2002 budget proposal. 
 Mr. Olshefski confirmed his understanding of what the budget listed.  Mr. DiMaio responded that in 
2000 the Surplus was $2,996,000, last year the Surplus was to $5,596,000 and now we have 
$5,950,000 in our Surplus reserve for 2002.  He reminded the Board that the adjustments made 
have allowed us to more than double our Surplus in the last two years.  What that means is, we 
have money in the bank to cover long term anticipated expenses and emergencies. 
 I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of the County of Warren on the date above mentioned. 

Tammy M. Lynn          Deputy Clerk 
ROLL CALL: Mr. DeBosh: no, Mr. DiMaio: yes, Mr. Doherty: yes 
 
 On motion by Mr. DiMaio, seconded by Mr. DeBosh, and there being no further official 
business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTESTED TO: 
 
 
 
Tammy M. Lynn, Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 


