ORDINANCE NO. 2008-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, COUNTY OF
WARREN, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE LAND
DEVELOPMENT CHAPTER IN ORDER TO ADD PROVISIONS GOVERNING
THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS AND STRUCTURES
PERTAINING THERETO

Section 1. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide an opportunity for solar
energy systems to be a permitted conditional use in cettain residential and nonresidential
zones while substantially minimizing the adverse visual impact that solar energy systems
may cieate on abutting properties.

Section2,  Definition. Solar Energy System shall be a system which converts
solar ene1gy to usable thermal, mechanical, or electrical energy to meet all or a
significant portion of a dwelling or nontesidential energy requirements. The primary
application of a solar energy system is the conversion of solar radiation to thermal eneigy
to meet all or a patt of a dwelling or nonresidential heating and hot water requirements.
The conversion may be accomplished by solar radiation absorbed by a transport medium
and distributed to a point of use. An auxiliay energy system may be employed to
supplement the output provided by the solar ene1gy system and to provide for the total
energy demand should the solar eneigy system become inoperable.

Section 3. Siting Standards:

1. Residential Requirements.

(8  Roofline. Installation of solar energy collection panels shali be
permitted on the 1oofs of single-family 1esidential units so long as said
units ate within ten degrees of flush with the roof line of the tesidence
subject to the issuance of a zoning peimit. Said installation shall not
extend beyond the front or side roof lines. No site plan shall be required
for said installations.

(b)  Ground. Installation of solar energy colleciion panels on a lot for
residential purposes shall be prohibited in the front yard. Installation in
the rear yard and side yards of said lots shall be permitted subject to the
instatlation of appropiiate natural screening which shall effectively screen
the collection panels and associated frame hardware and piping fiom
abutting propeities. No site plan shall be requited unless the Zoning
Officer finds that the installation does not meet the standatds herein.

(¢)  Aichitectural Considerations. Exposed hardware, suppotting

structures, frames and piping shall be finished in nonreflective surfaces
and, if roof mounted, compatible with the color scheme of the roof.
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2. Nonresidential Requirements.

(a)  Roofline. Installation of solar eneigy collection panels shall be
permitted on the roofs of nontesidential structures. Where said solar
energy collection panels, support stiuctures, frames, hardware and piping
are visible to residential propetties, appropriate screening materials shall
be installed on the roof in an architectural design compatible with the

building. Said solar energy collection system shall not extend beyond the
roof line of the structure.

(b)  Ground. Installation of solar energy collection panels on
nomresidential lots shall be permitted in the side and rear yards of said lots
provided, however, that if said solar energy collection panels ate visible to
residential lots o1 zones, the lot owner shall provide approptiate effective
natural buffering material that will block the view of said panels from
abutting residential zone or properties. The Zoning Officer shall make a
finding as to whether or not the ground installation meets the standards
contained herein. Installation of solar energy collection panel shall be
subject to the issuance of a zoning permit.

(¢)  Architectural Considerations: Exposed hardwate, supporting
structures, framing and piping shall be finished in a nonteflective sutface
and consistent with the color scheme of the principal building on site.

3. Agticultural.

(@)  Roofline. Installation of solar ene1gy collection systems shall be
permitted on the roof lines of single-family residential units in the same
manner as contained in Section I(a) hereinbefore.

(b)  Ground.

i. Installation of solar energy collection systems on
agricultural sttuctures shall be petmitted in 4 manner
consistent with single-family residential units on
agticultural lots as indicated in 3(a) above.

ii. Installation of solar enetgy collection systems on
agricultuial lots other than on farm structutes shall be
permitted. All installation shall be subject to an appropiiate
natural buffer that will block the view of said system from
abutting property owners. All such installations shall be
subject to the issuance of a zoning permit.

{c) Architectural Considerations. Exposed hardwazre, frames,
suppotting structures, and piping shall be finished in nonzeflective
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sutfaces and consistent with the color scheme of the principal single-
family residence or the nearest abutting agricultural building.

Section 4.

1. All residential and non-residential solar energy systems ot structuzes shall
comply with the setback requirements of the zone district in which they
are located.

2. If, in the opinion of the Zoning Office1, the installation of the solar ene1gy

collection systems does not satisfy the provisions of this Ordinance, he
shall refer said application for a minor site plan application before the
appropriate board of the Township of Blairstown.

Section 5. Severability. The various patts, sections and clauses of this
ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, paiagiaph, section
ot clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a coutt of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected hereby.

Section 6.  Repealer. Any ordinance ot part theteof in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance is hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only.

Section7.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage
and publication as provided by law.

Phylli¥E_Pizzaia, Stephen JI! Lancd’ ¥
Municipal Clerk Mayor

Introduction

Date: Apiil 9, 2008

Motion: Seal

Second: Mach

VOTIE: AYE - Anderson, Lascati, Mach, Seal, Lance
Adoption

Date: May 14, 2008

Motion: Mach

Second: Seal

VOTE: AYE — Anderson, Lascari, Mach, Seal, Lance
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